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In accordance with certain embodiments, an electric device
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tive traces on a first surface thereof and separated by a gap
therebetween, an electronic component spanning the gap, and
a stiffener configured to substantially prevent flexing of the
substrate proximate the gap during flexing of the substrate.
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1
STRESS RELIEF FOR ARRAY-BASED
ELECTRONIC DEVICES

RELATED APPLICATION

This application is a continuation of U.S. patent applica-
tion Ser. No. 13/964,737, filed Aug. 12, 2013, which claims
the benefit of and priority to U.S. Provisional Patent Appli-
cation No. 61/788,980, filed Mar. 15, 2013, the entire disclo-
sure of each of which is incorporated herein by reference.

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

In various embodiments, the present invention generally
relates to electronic devices, and more specifically to array-
based electronic devices.

BACKGROUND

Light sources such as light-emitting diodes (LEDs) are an
attractive alternative to incandescent and fluorescent light
bulbs in illumination devices due to their higher efficiency,
smaller form factor, longer lifetime, and enhanced mechani-
cal robustness. Such systems typically have multiple LEDs,
and optionally other passive or active components, mounted
on a printed circuit or wiring board. The printed circuit board
may be fiberglass, such as FR4, or, for cases in which higher
heat loads must be managed, a metal core printed circuit
board (MCPCB). The cost of these systems must be reduced
and the reliability improved in order to drive increased market
penetration. In order to reduce cost, some systems have uti-
lized low-cost plastic substrates. Such systems may feature
conductive traces formed over the plastic substrate (e.g., a
plastic wiring board) interconnecting a large array of pack-
aged orunpackaged LEDs. In some cases the plastic substrate
is flexible. Such systems have been described in U.S. patent
application Ser. No. 13/171,973, filed on Jun. 29, 2011 (the
’973 application), the entire disclosure of which is incorpo-
rated herein by reference.

One challenge for systems based on plastic substrates is the
reduction of mechanical stress on the components mounted
on the circuit board. Mechanical stress may cause the joint
between the component and the circuit board to weaken or
fail, resulting in reduced performance or, in some cases, par-
tial or complete system failure. Mechanical stress may arise
from a number of sources, including but not limited to flexure
of the substrate and thermal cycles. Thermally induced
mechanical stress may arise from, for example, changes in
ambient temperature or device self-heating during operation
and/or power cycling. Stress reduction is of particular impor-
tance for flexible substrates both in operation and during
manufacture, where in some cases roll-to-roll manufacture
may be contemplated. Broadly stated, stress may arise during
manufacture, shipping, operation and/or one or more other
stages of the life of a system.

In view of the foregoing, a need exists for systems and
techniques enabling the low-cost design and manufacture of
reliable array-based lighting systems capable of supporting a
large number of different products and having a cost-effective
drive and interconnect system. Such lighting systems should
preferably also be uniform, reliable, large-area, and low-cost.

SUMMARY

In accordance with certain embodiments, lighting systems
are fabricated utilizing discrete lightsheets fabricated on flex-
ible substrates that typically include conductive traces inter-
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2

connecting large arrays of light-emitting elements (LEEs)
and control elements, which govern or affect operation of the
LEEs. Control elements may include one or more passive
components, such as resistors, capacitors, inductors, or fuses,
as well as active components, e.g., transistors and diodes.
Advantageously, stress on components may be reduced by
replacing a discrete component with a “distributed” compo-
nent—i.e., eliminating the discrete component itself but
retaining its function by varying the properties of one or more
existing elements; the discrete component’s function, in other
words, is distributed among other components. The geometry
and construction of a lightsheet and its components may also
be engineered to reduce stress on components such as LEEs.
All or some of one or more active control elements or one or
more passive control elements may be formed in a distributed
fashion, using the electrical and mechanical properties of the
conductive traces and/or the substrate.

In accordance with various embodiments of the invention,
lighting systems are fabricated utilizing discrete lightsheets
that may be tiled (i.e., joined along facing edges) in one or
more directions. Such lightsheets typically include multiple
strings of series-connected LEEs and a control element elec-
trically connected to each string. Each string may include
multiple conductive elements interconnecting [LEEs and con-
trol elements. Advantageously, the pitch between strings and/
or LEEs may be constant across single lightsheets or even
across multiple joined (i.e., tiled) lightsheets, notwithstand-
ing the joints between the lightsheets. Thus, lighting systems
in accordance with embodiments of the present invention
may have arbitrary sizes but have a consistent appearance
(e.g., luminance of emitted light) across their entire areas. The
control elements may be present on the lightsheets within or
between strings of LEEs so as not to interrupt the LEE pitch.
Similarly, larger lightsheets may be segmented into smaller
lightsheets (e.g., by separation between two strings of LEEs)
while still maintaining full functionality of each smaller seg-
ment. Power may be supplied to the LEEs via power conduc-
tors located on, e.g., one or more edges or sides of the light-
sheets. The layout of the conductive elements and the
interaction between multiple conductive elements, between
one or more conductive elements and one or more power
conductors, and between conductive elements and the sub-
strate may be modified to form distributed passive compo-
nents including or consisting essentially of resistors, capaci-
tors, inductors, and/or fuses. Additional details of lightsheets
and lighting systems in accordance with embodiments of the
present invention appear within U.S. patent application Ser.
No. 13/799,807, filed Mar. 13, 2013, the entire disclosure of
which is incorporated by reference herein.

Various embodiments of the invention feature a lighting
system including or consisting essentially of a substantially
planar lightsheet, first and second spaced-apart power con-
ductors disposed on the lightsheet, a plurality of light-emit-
ting strings, and a plurality of control elements. Each light-
emitting string may (i) include or consist essentially of a
plurality of conductive elements interconnecting light-emit-
ting elements spaced along the light-emitting string, (ii) have
a first end electrically coupled to the first power conductor,
and (iii) have a second end electrically coupled to the second
power conductor. The power conductors supply power to
each of the light-emitting strings. Each control element may
be (i) electrically connected to at least one light-emitting
string through one or more conductive elements and (ii) con-
figured to utilize power supplied from the power conductors
to control power (e.g., supply a substantially constant current)
to the light-emitting string(s) to which it is electrically con-
nected. Each conductive element may include or consist
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essentially of at least one passive component, such as a resis-
tor, inductor, capacitor or fuse and/or one or more active
components, such as a transistor or diode or integrated circuit.

In various embodiments of the present invention, resistors
may be composed of one or more conductive elements, and
their resistance values may be determined by the resistivity
and geometry of the conductor or conductors. Similarly, an
inductor may be composed of one or more conductive ele-
ments, and its inductance value may be determined by the
geometry of the conductor or conductors. Moreover, a capaci-
tor may be formed between all or portions of two adjacent
conductive traces or between all or portions of a conductive
trace and a power conductor or between all or portions of a
conductive trace and a separate conductor. Capacitors may
also be formed between all or portions of a conductor on one
side of the substrate and all or portions of a conductor on the
opposite side of the substrate, such that the substrate is dis-
posed between the two conductors. Such conductors may be
entire or portions of conductive elements, power conductors,
or other conductors. Their capacitance values may be deter-
mined by the geometry of the conductor or conductors.

As utilized herein, the term “light-emitting element”
(LEE) refers to any device that emits electromagnetic radia-
tion within a wavelength regime of interest, for example,
visible, infrared or ultraviolet regime, when activated, by
applying a potential difference across the device or passing a
current through the device. Examples of LEEs include solid-
state, organic, polymer, phosphor-coated or high-flux LEDs,
microL.EDs (described below), laser diodes or other similar
devices as would be readily understood. The emitted radiation
of a LEE may be visible, such as red, blue or green, or
invisible, such as infrared or ultraviolet. A LEE may produce
radiation of a spread of wavelengths. A LEE may feature a
phosphorescent or fluorescent material for converting a por-
tion of its emissions from one set of wavelengths to another.
A LEE may include multiple LEEs, each emitting essentially
the same or different wavelengths. In some embodiments, a
LEE is an LED that may feature a reflector over all or a
portion of its surface upon which electrical contacts are posi-
tioned. The reflector may also be formed over all or a portion
of the contacts themselves. In some embodiments, the con-
tacts are themselves reflective.

An LEE may be of any size. In some embodiments, an LEE
has one lateral dimension less than 500 um, while in other
embodiments an LEE has one lateral dimension greater than
500 um. Exemplary sizes of a relatively small LEE may
include about 175 pm by about 250 pum, about 250 um by
about 400 um, about 250 um by about 300 um, or about 225
um by about 175 um. Exemplary sizes of a relatively large
LEE may include about 1000 um by about 1000 pum, about
500 pm by about 500 um, about 250 pm by about 600 um, or
about 1500 um by about 1500 um. In some embodiments, an
LEE includes or consists essentially of a small LED die, also
referred to as a “microLED.” A microLLED generally has one
lateral dimension less than about 300 um. In some embodi-
ments, the LEE has one lateral dimension less than about 200
pum or even less than about 100 um. For example, a microLED
may have a size of about 225 um by about 175 um or about
150 um by about 100 um or about 150 um by about 50 pm. In
some embodiments, the surface area of the top surface of a
microLED is less than 50,000 um? or less than 10,000 um?.
The size of the LEE is not a limitation of the present invention,
and in other embodiments the LEE may be relatively larger,
e.g., the LEE may have one lateral dimension on the order of
at least about 1000 pm or at least about 3000 um. In some
embodiments the LEE may emit white light or substantially
white light.
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In some embodiments, various elements such as substrates
or lightsheets are “flexible” in the sense of being pliant in
response to a force and resilient, i.e., tending to elastically
resume an original configuration upon removal of the force.
Such elements may have a radius of curvature of about 1 m or
less, or about 0.5 m or less, or even about 0.1 m or less. In
some embodiments, flexible elements have a Young’s Modu-
lus less than about 100 N/m?, less than about 50 N/m?, or even
less than about 10 N/m>. In some embodiments, flexible
elements have a Shore A hardness value less than about 100;
a Shore D hardness less than about 100; and/or a Rockwell
hardness less than about 150.

In an aspect, embodiments of the invention feature an
electronic device including or consisting essentially of a flex-
ible substrate, a light-emitting diode, and a stiffener. The
flexible substrate has first and second conductive traces on a
first surface thereof, and the first and second conductive traces
are separated on the substrate by a gap therebetween. The
light-emitting diode has first and second distinct contacts on
a first surface thereof, and the first and second contacts are
attached to and in electrical contact with, respectively, the
first and second conductive traces. The stiffener is distinct
from the substrate, spans the gap, and is configured to sub-
stantially prevent flexing of the substrate at the gap during
flexing of the substrate. (By “spanning the gap” is meant
extending along the substrate over, within, beneath (e.g., on
the opposite side of the substrate from), and/or alongside the
gap; thus, the stiffener need not be in contact with elements
within and/or defining the gap, but may merely cross the
region of the gap alongside the gap.)

Embodiments of the invention may include one or more of
the following in any of a variety of different combinations.
The light-emitting diode may be a bare-die light-emitting
diode or a packaged light-emitting diode. The stiffener may
be substantially transparent to a wavelength of light emitted
by the light-emitting diode. The first conductive trace may
include or consist essentially of (i) a first portion comprising
atleast one protrusion extending into the gap and (ii) a second
portion extending substantially linearly away from the gap,
the first portion of the first conductive trace being disposed
between at least a portion of the gap and the second portion of
the first conductive trace. The second conductive trace may
include or consist essentially of (i) a first portion comprising
atleast one protrusion extending into the gap and (ii) a second
portion extending substantially linearly away from the gap,
the first portion of the second conductive trace being disposed
between at least a portion of the gap and the second portion of
the second conductive trace. The first portion of the first
conductive trace may be a substantial mirror image of the first
portion of the second conductive trace. The stiffener may
include or consist essentially of the first portions of the first
and second conductive traces.

The gap may extend along a serpentine path, and the stiff-
ener may include or consist essentially of a portion of the first
conductive trace (a) proximate the gap and (b) having at least
one protrusion that at least partially defines the serpentine
path of the gap. Opposite the protrusion, the second conduc-
tive trace may have a shape complementary to the protrusion
such that a width of the gap is substantially constant along an
entire length of the gap. The width of the protrusion may be
less than 25% of a width of the first conductive trace away
from the protrusion. The first surface of the light-emitting
diode may be substantially rectangular with a long axis. The
first and second contacts may be disposed at opposite ends of
the first surface along the long axis. The first and second
conductive traces may extend away from the gap in a first
direction. The light-emitting diode may be oriented such that
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the long axis of the first surface of the light-emitting diode is
substantially parallel to the first direction. The light-emitting
diode may be oriented such that the long axis of the first
surface of the light-emitting diode is not parallel (e.g., sub-
stantially perpendicular) to the first direction. The first con-
ductive trace may include or consist essentially of a first
portion extending along a serpentine path proximate the gap,
and a second portion extending substantially linearly away
from the gap, the first portion of the first conductive trace
being disposed between the gap and the second portion of the
first conductive trace. The stiffener may include or consist
essentially of the first portion of the first conductive trace.

The stiffener may include or consist essentially of a layer
disposed over the first surface of the substrate. The stiffener
may be disposed over at least a portion of the first and/or
second conductive trace. The stiffener may cover the entirety
of' the light-emitting diode and may be in contact with, proxi-
mate the light-emitting diode, (i) the substrate, (ii) the first
conductive trace, and/or (iii) the second conductive trace. The
stiffener may cover the light-emitting diode substantially
conformally or substantially non-conformally. The stiffener
may include or consist essentially of a layer disposed over a
second surface ofthe substrate opposite the first surface of the
substrate. The stiffener may include or consist essentially of
polyethylene naphthalate, polyethylene terephthalate, epoxy,
FR4, fiberglass, silicon, polycarbonate, polyethersulfone,
polyester, polyimide, polyethylene, copper, aluminum, silver,
carbon, acrylic, and/or silicone. The stiffener may include or
consist essentially of metal, plastic, and/or potting com-
pound. The substrate and the stiffener may include or consist
essentially of the same material. The first and second contacts
may be attached to the first and second conductive traces with
an adhesive, e.g., a pressure-activated adhesive, an anisotro-
pic conductive adhesive, a conductive adhesive, a non-con-
ductive adhesive, a heat-activated adhesive, and/or a UV-
activated adhesive. The first and second contacts may be
attached to the first and second conductive traces with solder.
The first and second conductive traces may include or consist
essentially of aluminum, copper, gold, silver, carbon, silver
ink, and/or chromium.

The light-emitting diode may be part of one of a plurality of
light-emitting strings disposed on the first surface of the sub-
strate and interconnected in an electric circuit, each light-
emitting string including (a) a plurality of light-emitting
diodes spaced along the light-emitting string and (b) a plural-
ity of electrical conductors interconnecting the light-emitting
diodes. The electric circuit may include one or more passive
components. At least one passive component of the electric
circuit may be a distributed component having a selected
electrical response to current passing therethrough. The dis-
tributed component may correspond to a portion of an elec-
trical conductor and/or a portion of the substrate. The selected
electrical response may be a target resistance and the distrib-
uted component may be a resistor consisting essentially of a
first portion of an electrical conductor connecting a light-
emitting diode with a discrete electrical component and hav-
ing (i) a thickness different from a thickness of a second
portion of the electrical conductor different from the first
portion, the different thickness imparting the target resis-
tance, and/or (ii) a width different from a width of a second
portion of the electrical conductor different from the first
portion, the different width imparting the target resistance.
The selected electrical response may be a target inductance
and the distributed component may be an inductor consisting
essentially of at least a portion of an electrical conductor
connecting a light-emitting diode with a discrete electrical
component. The inductor may have a spiral configuration.
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The discrete electrical component may be, e.g., another light-
emitting diode or a bus line (or portion thereof) supplying
power to the electric circuit.

The light-emitting diode may be part of one of a plurality of
light-emitting strings disposed on the first surface of the sub-
strate and interconnected in an electric circuit, each light-
emitting string including (a) a plurality of light-emitting
diodes spaced along the light-emitting string and (b) a plural-
ity of electrical conductors interconnecting the light-emitting
diodes. The electric circuit may include one or more passive
components. At least one passive component of the electric
circuit may be a distributed capacitor having a selected target
capacitance in response to current passing therethrough. The
distributed capacitor may have a structure corresponding to
(1) a portion of an electrical conductor, (ii) a portion of a
second electrical conductor proximate the electrical conduc-
tor, and (iii) a gap between the portion of the electrical con-
ductor and the portion of the second electrical conductor,
where the electrical conductor connects a light-emitting
diode with a discrete electrical component and the structure
imparts the target capacitance.

The light-emitting diode may be part of one of a plurality of
light-emitting strings disposed on the first surface of the sub-
strate and interconnected in an electric circuit, each light-
emitting string including (a) a plurality of light-emitting
diodes spaced along the light-emitting string and (b) a plural-
ity of electrical conductors interconnecting the light-emitting
diodes. The electric circuit may include one or more passive
components. At least one passive component of the electric
circuit may be a distributed capacitor having a selected target
capacitance in response to current passing therethrough. The
distributed capacitor may have a structure corresponding to
(1) a portion of an electrical conductor, (ii) a portion of the
substrate underlying the portion of the electrical conductor,
and (iii) a conductive layer underlying the electrical conduc-
tor and disposed over a second surface of the substrate oppo-
site the first surface, where the electrical conductor connects
a light-emitting diode with a discrete electrical component
and the structure imparts the target capacitance. The discrete
electrical component may be, e.g., another light-emitting
diode or a bus line (or portion thereof) supplying power to the
electric circuit.

These and other objects, along with advantages and fea-
tures of the invention, will become more apparent through
reference to the following description, the accompanying
drawings, and the claims. Furthermore, it is to be understood
that the features of the various embodiments described herein
are not mutually exclusive and can exist in various combina-
tions and permutations. Embodiments described herein that
incorporate light-emitting diodes or other light-emitting ele-
ments may be implemented with other electronic components
instead of or in addition to the light-emitting elements, unless
otherwise indicated. Reference throughout this specification
to “one example,” “an example,” “one embodiment,” or “an
embodiment” means that a particular feature, structure, or
characteristic described in connection with the example is
included in at least one example of the present technology.
Thus, the occurrences of the phrases “in one example,” “in an
example,” “one embodiment,” or “an embodiment” in various
places throughout this specification are not necessarily all
referring to the same example. Furthermore, the particular
features, structures, routines, steps, or characteristics may be
combined in any suitable manner in one or more examples of
the technology. As used herein, the terms “substantially,”
“approximately,” and “about” mean+10%, and in some
embodiments, +5%. The term “consists essentially of” means
excluding other materials that contribute to function, unless
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otherwise defined herein. Nonetheless, such other materials
may be present, collectively or individually, in trace amounts.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

In the drawings, like reference characters generally refer to
the same parts throughout the different views. Also, the draw-
ings are not necessarily to scale, emphasis instead generally
being placed upon illustrating the principles of the invention.
In the following description, various embodiments of the
present invention are described with reference to the follow-
ing drawings, in which:

FIGS. 1A and 1B are schematic plan and cross-section
views, respectively, of a lightsheet in accordance with various
embodiments of the invention;

FIG. 2A is a schematic of a system including an LEE and a
discrete resistor in accordance with various embodiments of
the invention;

FIG. 2B is a schematic of a system including an LEE and a
distributed resistor in accordance with various embodiments
of the invention;

FIG. 3A is a circuit diagram of a portion of a lighting
system in accordance with various embodiments of the inven-
tion;

FIG. 3B is a schematic illustration of a portion of a lighting
system in accordance with various embodiments of the inven-
tion;

FIGS. 4A-4C and 5A-5D are schematic illustrations of
electrical trace elements in accordance with various embodi-
ments of the invention;

FIG. 5E is a schematic illustration of a portion of a lighting
system in accordance with various embodiments of the inven-
tion;

FIG. 5F is acircuit diagram of a portion of a lighting system
in accordance with various embodiments of the invention;

FIG. 6 is a schematic illustration of electrical trace ele-
ments in accordance with various embodiments of the inven-
tion;

FIGS. 7A and 7B are schematic illustrations of capacitive
structures in accordance with various embodiments of the
invention;

FIGS. 8 A-8C are schematic illustrations of inductive struc-
tures in accordance with various embodiments of the inven-
tion;

FIG. 9 is a schematic illustration of a fuse element in
accordance with various embodiments of the invention;

FIG. 10 is a schematic illustration of portions of electrical
trace elements in accordance with various embodiments of
the invention;

FIGS. 11A and 11B are schematic illustrations of portions
of lighting systems without stress-relief features and with
stress-relief features, respectively, in accordance with various
embodiments of the invention;

FIG. 12 is a schematic illustration of electrical trace ele-
ments incorporating stress-relief features in accordance with
various embodiments of the invention;

FIG. 13A is a schematic illustration of a lighting system
incorporating a stiffening element in accordance with various
embodiments of the invention;

FIG. 13B is a schematic illustration mode of a failure mode
of a lighting system under bending stress;

FIGS. 13C-13E are schematic illustrations of lighting sys-
tems incorporating stiffening elements in accordance with
various embodiments of the invention;

FIGS. 13F and 13G are a schematic cross-section and a
schematic plan view, respectively, of a lighting system incor-
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porating a stiffening element in accordance with various
embodiments of the invention;

FIG. 13H is a schematic cross-section of a lighting system
incorporating a stiffening element in accordance with various
embodiments of the invention;

FIG. 131 is a schematic plan view of a lighting system
incorporating a stiffening element in accordance with various
embodiments of the invention; and

FIGS. 14A and 14B are schematic illustrations of lighting
systems incorporating stiffening traces in accordance with
various embodiments of the invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

FIG. 1A is a plan view of a lightsheet 100, and FIG. 1B is
a cross-sectional view of lightsheet 100 through cut-line
A-A'. Lightsheet 100 includes or consists essentially of a
substrate 110 over which are formed conductive traces 120.
FIG. 1A shows one component 130 attached to conductive
traces 120; however, more than one component 130 may be
used in preferred embodiments. Each component 130 may
include or consist essentially of an LEE or other active or
passive component, such as a transistor, resistor, capacitor,
inductor, diode, etc. In FIGS. 1A and 1B, component 130 has
two contacts 135 that are electrically coupled to conductive
traces 120 using an adhesive 140. In some embodiments,
adhesive 140 includes or consists essentially of an anisotropic
conductive adhesive (ACA); however, the method of electri-
cally coupling contacts 135 to conductive traces 120 is not a
limitation of the present invention. In some embodiments,
adhesive 140 may also mechanically attach component 130 to
substrate 110 and/or conductive traces 120. In some embodi-
ments, component 130 may have more than two contacts 135.

Substrates 110 may be composed of a wide range of mate-
rials. In some embodiments, substrates 110 have relatively
low thermal conductivities, whereas in other embodiments,
substrates 110 have relatively high thermal conductivities. In
some embodiments, substrates 110 are flexible, while in oth-
ers they are substantially rigid. Substrate 110 may include or
consist essentially of a semicrystalline or amorphous mate-
rial, e.g., polyethylene naphthalate (PEN), polyethylene
terephthalate (PET), or FR4 (i.e., a glass-reinforced epoxy
laminate), fiberglass, silicon, glass, polycarbonate, poly-
ethersulfone, polyester, polyimide, polyethylene, and/or
paper. Substrate 110 may include or consist essentially of
multiple layers, e.g., a deformable layer over a rigid layer, for
example, a semicrystalline or amorphous material, e.g., PEN,
PET, polycarbonate, polyethersulfone, polyester, polyimide,
polyethylene, and/or paper formed over a rigid substrate com-
prising, e.g., acrylic, aluminum, steel, and the like. Depend-
ing upon the desired application for which embodiments of
the invention are utilized, substrate 110 may be substantially
optically transparent, translucent, or opaque. For example,
substrate 110 may exhibit a transmittance or a reflectivity
greater than 70% for optical wavelengths ranging between
approximately 400 nm and approximately 700 nm. In some
embodiments, substrate 110 may exhibit a transmittance or a
reflectivity of greater than 70% for one or more wavelengths
emitted by LEE 130. Substrate 110 may also be substantially
insulating, and may have an electrical resistivity greater than
approximately 100 ohm-cm, greater than approximately
1x10° ohm-cm, or even greater than approximately 1x10°
ohm-cm. In some embodiments, substrate 110 may include or
consist essentially of materials such as fiberglass, FR4, metal,
ceramic materials such as silicon carbide, aluminum nitride,
aluminum oxide, combinations of these materials, and the
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like. In some embodiments, substrate 110 may include or
consist essentially of a metal core printed circuit board.

Conductive elements 120, also referred to herein as con-
ductive traces, may be formed via conventional deposition,
photolithography, and etching processes, plating processes,
lamination, lamination and patterning, evaporation sputter-
ing, chemical vapor deposition or the like or may be formed
using a variety of printing processes. For example, conductive
elements 120 may be formed via screen printing, flexographic
printing, ink-jet printing, and/or gravure printing. Conductive
elements 120 may include or consist essentially of'a conduc-
tive ink, which may include one or more elements such as
silver, gold, aluminum, chromium, copper, and/or carbon.
Conductive elements 120 may include or consist essentially
of a conductive material, which may include one or more
elements such as silver, gold, aluminum, chromium, copper,
and/or carbon. Conductive elements 120 may have a thick-
ness in the range of about 50 nm to about 500 um. In some
embodiments, all or a portion of conductive elements 120
may be covered or encapsulated. In some embodiments, a
layer of material, for example insulating material, may be
formed over all or a portion of conductive elements 120. Such
a material may include or consist essentially of, for example,
the same material as used for substrate 165, for example in
sheet form, a printed layer, for example using screen, ink jet,
stencil or other printing techniques, a laminated layer, or the
like. Such a laminated layer may include or consist essentially
of, for example, an ink, a plastic and oxide or the like. The
covering material and/or the method by which it is applied is
not a limitation of the present invention.

In one embodiment, conductive traces 120 may be formed
s0 as to have a gap between adjacent conductive traces 120,
and LEEs 130 are electrically coupled to conductive traces
120 using solder, conductive adhesive, e.g., an isotropically
conductive adhesive and/or an ACA, for example as shown in
FIG. 1A and as described in the *973 application. Electrical
coupling may be utilized with or without stud bumps.
Embodiments of the present invention utilizing ACA are not
limited by the particular mode of operation of the ACA. For
example, the ACA may be pressure-activated or utilize a
magnetic field rather than pressure (e.g., the ZTACH ACA
available from SunRay Scientific of Mt. Laurel, N.J., for
which a magnetic field is applied during curing in order to
align magnetic conductive particles to form electrically con-
ductive “columns” in the desired conduction direction). Fur-
thermore, various embodiments utilize one or more other
electrically conductive adhesives, e.g., isotropically conduc-
tive adhesives, non-conductive adhesives, in addition to or
instead of one or more ACAs.

In some embodiments, the relative thicknesses and
mechanical properties of substrate 110 and conductive traces
120 may at least in part determine the source of mechanical
stress on the electrical and mechanical joint between compo-
nent 130 and lightsheet 100. For example, under bending or
flexing of lightsheet 100, if substrate 110 is relatively thin and
relatively flexible or compliant, it may induce less stress than
if substrate 110 is relative thicker and less flexible. Similarly,
under bending or flexing of lightsheet 100, if conductive trace
120 is relatively thin and relatively flexible or compliant, it
may induce less stress than if conductive trace 120 is rela-
tively thicker and less flexible. In some embodiments, the
same relationships hold for sources of stress other than bend-
ing or flexing of lightsheet 100, for example changes in ambi-
ent temperature or self-heating during operation or power
cycling.

Component 130 may include or consist essentially of an
LEE or one or more other active or passive components, for
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example a transistor, resistor, capacitor, inductor, diode, etc.
Lightsheet 100 may include more than one of one or more of
these types of components. In one embodiment, lightsheet
100 is a plastic substrate, for example PET, that includes or
consists of a plurality of LEEs as well as a plurality of non-
LEE components, for example one or more transistors and
one or more passive components.

One embodiment ofthe present invention eliminates one or
more non-LEE elements on lightsheet 100 by incorporating
their functions into the geometry and electrical properties of
lightsheet 100. As an example, FIG. 2A shows a portion of an
exemplary schematic featuring an LEE 210 and a resistor
220. In one embodiment, LEE 210 and resistor 220 may be
packaged surface mount devices (SMDs); however, this is not
a limitation of the present invention, and in other embodi-
ments LEE 210 and resistor 220 may be any type of element
mounted on lightsheet 100; for example, LEE 210 may
include or consist essentially of a bare semiconductor die.

In one embodiment of the present invention, resistor 220,
which is a component (e.g., an SMD packaged resistor)
mounted on light sheet 100, is replaced by a distributed resis-
tor that is formed from all or a portion of the material of
conductive trace 120. FIG. 2B shows one embodiment of the
present invention in which a distributed resistor replaces
resistor 220 in the structure of FIG. 2A. The structure of FIG.
2A includes substrate 110, conductive traces 120, 121, 122,
LEE 210, and resistor 220. LEE 210 and resistor 220 are
formed over and between gaps 270 between adjacent conduc-
tive traces 120, 121 and between adjacent conductive traces
121, 122, respectively. However, the layout of conductive
traces 120,121, 122, as well as the method of attachment and
electrical coupling of contacts on LEE 210 (not shown for
clarity) are not limitations of the present invention, and in
other embodiments conductive traces 120,121, 122 may have
any layout, or there may be a fewer or larger number of
conductive traces, as will be discussed herein. Attachment
and electrical coupling may be accomplished using a variety
of'techniques, for example soldering, wire bonding, conduc-
tive adhesive, ACA or the like; the method of attachment and
electrical coupling of LEE 210 to conductive traces 120 and
121 is not a limitation of the present invention.

As shown in FIG. 2B, in one embodiment of the present
invention, a discrete, interchangeable, and removable resistor
220 is replaced by a distributed resistor formed by the elec-
trical properties of the conductive traces. For example, con-
ductive trace 121 has a length 230, a width 232, and a thick-
ness 234. Assuming the resistivity of conductive trace 121 is
homogeneous and operation of the system at DC or relatively
low frequency or low frequency AC, the resistance of con-
ductive trace 121 may be calculated using the equation R=pl/
A, where R is the resistance of conductive trace 121, p is the
resistivity of the material of conductive trace 121, 1 is the
length 230 of conductive trace 121, and A is the cross-sec-
tional area of conductive trace 121, i.e., the product of width
232 and thickness 234. The geometry of each of the conduc-
tive traces may be engineered to provide the desired resis-
tance to replace discrete resistor 220, i.e., the sum of all of the
resistances of all of the conductive traces in the circuit (for
example conductive traces in a series, parallel, or series/
parallel branch of a circuit). For operation at relatively higher
frequencies or relatively high AC frequencies, the current
may tend to be concentrated in the surface region of the
conductor, and thus the resistance may have a different rela-
tionship to the geometry, and in some embodiments is more
related to the conductor surface area than volume; however,
the principle of determining the resistance as a function of
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geometry to calculate a distributed resistance value is similar
and known to those of skill in the art without undue experi-
mentation.

FIG. 2B shows conductive traces 120 and 121 having the
same width and height; however, this is not a limitation of the
present invention, and in other embodiments a portion or all
of the conductive traces (or conductive trace elements) may
have different dimensions, including length, width, and
height. FIG. 2B shows two conductive traces 120 and 121;
however, this is not a limitation of the present invention, and
other embodiments may include more than two conductive
traces. For the discussion above, it is assumed that each con-
ductive trace has homogeneous electrical properties; how-
ever, this is not a limitation of the present invention, and in
other embodiments one or more conductive traces may have
inhomogeneous electrical properties, for example the resis-
tivity. In one embodiment, the resistivity may vary along the
length and/or width and/or height of the conductive trace. For
the discussion above, it is assumed that all of the conductive
traces on substrate 100 include or consist essentially of the
same material; however, this is not a limitation of the present
invention, and in other embodiments one or more conductive
trace elements may include or consist essentially of different
materials.

FIG. 3A shows a schematic of a simple circuit including
four LEEs 210 and a resistor 220. In some embodiments,
resistor 220 may control the current flowing through the
series-connected LEEs 210 when a voltage is applied across
the series string of LEEs 210 and resistor 220. FIG. 3B is a
plan view of a layout of a circuit in which resistor 220 is
eliminated and replaced with a distributed resistor. The layout
in FIG. 3B includes bus lines 310 and 320 that provide power
to the circuit, conductive trace elements 330 with gaps 270
between adjacent conductive trace elements 330, and LEEs
210 electrically coupled across gaps 270 to adjacent conduc-
tive trace elements 330.

As will be understood by those skilled in the art, resistor
220 in the circuit shown in FIG. 3A may be positioned at any
point in the series-connected string between the positive and
negative bus lines. Analogously, the resistance produced by
each of the conductive trace elements 330 in the system in
FIG. 3B may be similar, substantially the same, or different.
In some embodiments, the resistance may be equal or sub-
stantially equal in all of conductive trace elements 330; how-
ever, this is not a limitation of the present invention, and in
other embodiments one or more conductive trace elements
may individually contribute more or less resistance than other
conductive trace elements 330.

In an illustrative embodiment, not meant to be limiting,
each conductive trace element 330 has a width of about 0.1
cm, a length of about 0.7 cm, and a thickness of about 4 pm.
The resistance of each conductive element 330 is then defined
by px8.75x10*Q, where p has units of Q-cm. There are five
conductive elements 330 in the layout; thus, the actual dis-
tributed resistance is given by 5xpx8.75x10% or px4.375x
10°Q. Alternately, the calculation may be performed in terms
of sheet resistance, where each conductive trace element is
about 7 squares long and the resistance is given by 5x7xR,
where R is the sheet resistance in €2/(].

In one embodiment, conductive trace elements 330 may
each include or consist essentially of a silver ink. As an
example, a silver ink having a thickness of about 4 um may
have a sheet resistance of about 0.07€2/[], and thus the dis-
tributed resistance of the layout in FIG. 3B is about 2.45Q. In
another example, conductive trace elements 330 may each
include or consist essentially of aluminum having a resistivity
of about 2.8x107% Q-cm, resulting in a distributed resistance
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for the layout of FIG. 3B of about 0.1Q. In some embodi-
ments, the resistivity of conductive elements 330 may be in
the range of about 1x107® Q-cm to about 1 Q-cm.

In some embodiments, a range of resistance values may be
achieved for a given material of conductive trace elements
330. In some embodiments, a relatively lower resistance may
be achieved by making all or some of conductive trace ele-
ments 330 wider and/or thicker and/or making the sum of the
lengths of all of conductive trace elements 330 shorter. In
some embodiments, a relatively higher resistance may be
achieved by making all or some of conductive trace elements
330 narrower and/or thinner and/or making the sum of the
lengths of all of conductive trace elements 330 longer. FIGS.
4A-4C show three different examples of geometries of con-
ductive trace elements 330; however, these are not meant to be
limiting to the invention, and in other embodiments conduc-
tive trace elements may have any shape, including any length
and any width. FIG. 4A shows an embodiment in which a
portion of conductive trace 330 is relatively narrow, resulting
in a relatively larger resistance. FIG. 4B shows an embodi-
ment in which a portion of conductive trace 330 is relatively
wide, resulting in a relatively smaller resistance. FIG. 4C
shows an embodiment in which a portion of conductive trace
330 is relatively long, resulting in a relatively higher resis-
tance.

In some embodiments, resistance values different from
what might be achieved for the conductive trace material may
be desired but may be difficult to achieve with the available
geometries. For example, the width of the conductive trace
may be limited by the technique used to form the conductive
trace or the geometry of the circuit layout. In another
example, the thickness may be limited to a certain range. In
some embodiments, additional steps may be carried out to
further modify the geometry and thus modify the resistance,
or an additional material may be formed on substrate 110 to
achieve the desired resistance values, as described herein.

In one embodiment, the existing pattern may be modified
to increase the resistance, for example by forming longer
and/or narrower lines. FIG. SA shows a conductive element
during manufacture. Each of FIGS. 5B-5D shows the struc-
ture of FIG. 5A at a later stage of manufacture. The structures
of FIGS. 5B-5D have been modified by removal of material to
increase the resistance of conductive trace element 330. In
one embodiment, material is removed using laser processing,
for example to cut or ablate conductive trace element 330
material from substrate 110. For example, in the structure
shown in FIG. 5B, if about 90% of the material is removed
from conductive trace element 330, its resistance will
increase by about a factor of 10. In FIGS. 5C and 5D, the
structure of FIG. 5A is modified to reduce the width and
increase the length of the conductive trace element 330.

Another aspect of this approach is that the resistance value
of conductive trace element 330 may be modified or tuned
after formation of lightsheet 100. For example, lightsheet 100
may be manufactured with conductive trace elements having
a particular geometry and a particular resistance. This resis-
tance may be increased by subsequent removal of a portion of
the material of one or more conductive trace elements 330. In
some embodiments, this may be used to accommodate a
range of different components, for example LEEs emitting
different colors that include or consist essentially of different
materials and thus have different bandgaps, and/or LEEs that
have different operating voltages. In some embodiments, this
may be done to accommodate variations in forward voltage
for one type of LEE. For example, in some embodiments
LEDs are tested and binned into forward voltage groups. In
order to achieve optimum performance, for example to opti-
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mize efficiency, the current through the LEDs may be tuned to
accommodate relatively small differences in forward voltage,
for example in embodiments where relatively large number of
LEDs are electrically coupled in series. Using the approach
described herein, in one embodiment the current may be
tuned by modifying or adjusting the resistance by subsequent
processing without the need to maintain a large stock of
resistors having different resistances. One embodiment
where this approach may be useful is in a system including or
consisting essentially of more than one strings of LEDs (as
shown in FIGS. 3A and 3B) that are connected in parallel
across a set of common power bus lines.

FIG. 5E shows a system similar to that of FIG. 3B at a later
stage of manufacture, where conductive elements 330’ closest
to power conductor 320 have been modified or trimmed to
adjust the distributed resistance of the string in order to adjust
the value of the current in each string. In this example, the
trimming includes or consists essentially of removal of por-
tions 515, 515", 515", 515™ of conductive elements 330'. As
may be seen in FIG. 5E, the amount of material removed may
be different for each trim portion 515, 515', 515", 515", In
this example, the amount of material removed in trim 515" is
the smallest, while the material removed in trim 515™ is the
largest.

In various embodiments it may be desirable to have the
current in each string equal or substantially equal in order to
achieve substantially the same light output from each string.
For example, consider the situation where the forward voltage
of LEEs 210 may vary from about 2.8 volts to about 3.1 volts
at a set current value, for example 100 mA, due to, e.g.,
manufacturing variations in LEEs 210. If the average forward
voltage at 100 mA is about 2.95 volts and the distributed
resistor has a nominal value of 10 ohms, then the voltage
across power conductors 310 and 320 is 10 ohmsx0.1 A+3x
2.95=1+0.85=9.85 volts. If all LEEs 210 have a forward
voltage of about 2.95 volts, then each string will have a
current of about 100 mA. However, consider the extreme case
in which all LEEs 210 in one string have a forward voltage of
about 2.8 volts. Then, the string current is (9.85-(3x2.8))/
10=1.45/10=145 mA. At the other extreme, in which all LEEs
210 inone string have a forward voltage of about 3.1 volts, the
string current is (9.85-(3x3.1))/10=0.55/10=55 mA. As may
be seen, these extreme situations would result in significantly
different current through those strings, with a resulting unde-
sirable increase or decrease in light output power. The struc-
ture shown in FIG. 5E may be used to mitigate such a situa-
tion, where each conductive element 330" has been modified
or trimmed to adjust the distributed resistance of the string to
make the value of the current in each string substantially the
same. For example, in the case where LEEs 210 have a for-
ward voltage of about 2.8 volts, the distributed resistance may
be adjusted to about 14.5 ohms to achieve a current of about
100 mA.

In some embodiments, it may be desirable to decrease the
resistance, for example in a case in which LEEs 210 have a
forward voltage of about 3.1 volts, the distributed resistance
may be adjusted to about 5.5 ohms to achieve a current of
about 100 mA. In some embodiments, additional material
may be added to conductive element 330 to decrease the
resistance of that element. Techniques for adding material
may include, for example, dispensing a conductive material
over all or one or more portions of conductive element 330,
formation of a conductive adhesive or tape over all or one or
more portions of conductive element 330, lamination of a
conductive material over all or one or more portions of con-
ductive element 330, or the like.
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While the example discussed aims to set a substantially
similar current in each string, this is not a limitation of the
present invention, and in other embodiments this approach
may be used to set different values of current in different
strings.

FIG. 5F shows an electrical schematic of another embodi-
ment of the invention in which resistor 220 of FIG. 3A has
been replaced by a circuit 370 that includes or consists essen-
tially of two transistors 545, 555 and two resistors 515, 525.
Resistor 525 nominally sets the current in the string; however,
the string current may vary as a result of manufacturing
variations in components 515, 525, 545, 555 and/or LEEs
210, resulting in a variation in current in each string. In some
embodiments, resistor 525 may be modified or trimmed to
adjust the current in each string, for example to adjust each
string to have the same or substantially the same current, or to
have different current values. In some embodiments, resistor
525 may be a discrete resistor, for example a SMD resistor
(e.g., a SMD resistor designed for laser trimming), while in
other embodiments resistor 525 may be a distributed resistor
as described herein. Modification of the resistance may be
accomplished using a variety of means, for example laser
ablation, laser melting, laser cutting, etching, patterning and
etching, grinding, sand blasting, or the like. The method of
modification of the resistance is not a limitation of the present
invention. In some embodiments, the current in the string is
monitored while the modification of the resistor is performed
and is used as a feedback value to determine the desired
amount of modification. For example, modification may
include modification of one or more conductive elements
and/or modification of one or more SMD devices.

In another embodiment, a wider range of resistance values
may be accessed by forming conductive trace elements with
more than one thickness. In some embodiments, conductive
trace element 330 thickness may be increased, either in
selected regions or overall, resulting in a lower resistance,
while in other embodiments conductive trace element 330
thickness may be reduced, resulting in a higher resistance. In
one embodiment, this may be accomplished by applying
more than one layer of conductive trace element 330 to sub-
strate 110. In one embodiment, the thickness of conductive
trace element 330 may be reduced, either globally or selec-
tively, by removing a portion of the thickness of conductive
trace element 330, for example using ablation, laser ablation,
sputtering, dry etching, wet chemical etching, reactive ion
etching, sand blasting, or the like. The method by which the
thickness of all or a portion of conductive trace element 330
is reduced is not a limitation of the present invention.

In another embodiment, a wider range of resistance values
may be accessed by forming a second material on substrate
110 that is in essence a conductive trace with a different
resistivity and sheet resistance. For example, FIG. 6 shows a
structure including first conductive trace elements 330 and a
second conductive trace element 610. In some embodiments,
first conductive trace element 330 and second conductive
trace element 610 are made of different materials having
different resistivity. For example, in one embodiment first
conductive trace element 330 may include or consist essen-
tially of aluminum, while second conductive trace element
610 may include or consist essentially of carbon. In some
embodiments, as discussed herein, first conductive trace ele-
ment 330 and second conductive trace element 610 are made
of the same material, but have different thicknesses. For
example, in one embodiment first conductive trace element
330 may include or consist essentially of aluminum and have
a thickness of about 30 pm, while second conductive trace
element 610 may include or consist essentially of aluminum
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and have a thickness of about 4 pm. In some embodiments, the
conductive trace may include or consist essentially of two or
more layers, for example including carbon, copper, alumi-
num, gold, silver, chromium, or the like. In some embodi-
ments, the two or more layers may have the same shape, size
and thickness, while in other embodiments the shape, size
and/or thickness may be different for the different layers. In
some embodiments, the two or more layers may be separate,
as shown in FIG. 6, while in other embodiments they may be
touching (i.e., one layer may partially or completely overlap
the other layer), and in at least portions of the overlapping
material, form a relatively low resistance electrical connec-
tion.

In another embodiment of the present invention, other cir-
cuit elements, for example capacitors and inductors, may be
incorporated in a distributed fashion as part of the circuit
board. FIGS. 7A and 7B show two examples of a capacitor
integrated into a circuit board. FIG. 7A shows two conductive
traces 710, 720 each having a protruding portion 711, 721
separated by a relatively smaller distance than the separation
between conductive traces 710 and 720 away from portions
711, 721. The structure in FIG. 7A features one layer of
conductive trace; thus, the capacitor is a lateral capacitor
between two or more adjacent traces on the same side of
substrate 110. For a parallel plate capacitor, the capacitance
may be calculated as C=CEA/d, where € is the dielectric
constant of the material between the parallel plates, A is the
area of the plates, and d is the spacing between the plates. In
this case the material between the plates is essentially air, and
thus the dielectric constant to be used for this structure is that
of air (i.e., about 1). In this example the spacing is identified
as 730 and the area is the product of the length 740 in FIG. 7A
and the thickness of conductive traces 710, 720.

FIG. 7B shows another embodiment that features conduc-
tive traces on both sides of a substrate 110. In this example,
conductive trace element 330 is on the top of substrate 110,
and opposite at least a portion of conductive trace element
330 is a conductive trace element 750. In one embodiment,
conductive trace element 750 is connected to ground, and thus
this would form a capacitor to ground. In one embodiment,
conductive trace element 750 is connected to another part of
the circuit, thus forming a capacitor between conductive trace
element 330 and that other part of the circuit. In this case
substrate 110 is between the plates of the capacitor and thus
the dielectric constant is that of substrate 110. In some
embodiments, substrate 110 includes or consists essentially
of PET having a dielectric constant of about 3.4. The spacing
d between the plates is identified in FIG. 7B as 730. The area
of the plates is approximately the overlapping area between
conductive trace element 330 and conductive trace element
750. In some embodiments, conductive trace element 750 is
completely covered by conductive trace element 330 and the
area is given by the area of conductive trace element 750. In
one embodiment, substrate 110 includes or consists essen-
tially of PET having a dielectric constant of about 3.4 and a
thickness of about 38 pm and the overlapping area between
conductive trace elements 330, 750 is about 1 cm?. In this
example, the capacitance is about 2.33x1077 farad, or 0.23 uf.

Inductors may be incorporated into lightsheet 100 as well.
In one embodiment featuring substrate 110 having conduc-
tive trace elements on both sides, an inductor may be formed
using a spiral inductor geometry, as shown in FIGS. 8 A-8C.
FIG. 8A is a plan view of a spiral inductor while FIG. 8B is an
electrical schematic showing connection points 810, 830.
FIG. 8C is a cross-sectional view of the structure of FIG. 8A.
In the illustrated embodiment, connection point 810 is on the
top of substrate 110, while connection point 830 is on the

40

45

55

16

bottom of substrate 110. The conductive traces on the top and
bottom of substrate 110 are connected at the center of the
spiral inductor by a via 840, as shown in FIG. 8C. Connection
point 830 may be optionally brought to the same side of
substrate 110 as connection point 810 using another via 840,
as shown in FIG. 8C. As will be understood by those skilled in
the art, the inductance of a spiral inductor may be approxi-
mated in various ways or may be simulated. In some embodi-
ments the inductance of a “square” spiral inductor (as shown
in FIG. 8A) may be estimated as (37.5 un’a®)/(22r-14a),
where n is the number of turns, a is the distance from the
center to the mean of the winding radii, 2r is the lateral
dimension of the “square” spiral and p is the permeability of
the material surrounding the spiral. As understood by those
skilled in the art, spiral inductors may have a circular, square,
octagonal, or other geometry (i.e., of the spirals). Inductors
may also have a serpentine geometry. The specific geometry
of the inductor is not a limitation of the present invention.

In another embodiment, a portion of a conductive trace
may be used as a fuse. In this embodiment the conductive
trace element has a greatly reduced width and/or thickness,
such that at a predetermined current level, the I°R or resis-
tance heating of the fuse element is sufficient to melt or
vaporize all or a portion of the fuse element, thus interrupting
the flow of current through that element. FIG. 9 shows an
example of such a fuse element 910. As may be seen from
FIG. 9, in one embodiment fuse element 910 is significantly
narrower than adjacent conductive elements 330. In some
embodiments, the resistance of fuse element 910 may be
relatively insignificant to the operation of the system and it
may be ignored, while in other embodiments the resistance of
fuse element 910 may need to be taken into account during the
design of the overall system. While FIG. 9 shows one fuse
element 910, this is not a limitation of the present invention,
and in other embodiments more than one fuse element 910
may be employed. While fuse element 910 may be composed
of the same material as conductive trace element 330, this is
not a limitation of the present invention and in other embodi-
ments fuse element 910 may include or consist essentially of
amaterial different from that of conductive trace element 330.
As will be understood by those skilled in the art, the specific
dimensions of fuse element 910 may be dependent not only
on the desired fuse current level and material of fuse element
910 but on the material and thermal properties of substrate
110 and the ambient conditions surrounding substrate 110.

In some embodiments of the present invention, the electri-
cal function of component 130 (FIG. 1A) may be divided
between one or more discrete components and one or more
distributed components.

In various embodiments of the present invention, a stress-
relief feature is provided to the conductive traces to reduce the
stress that may be imposed on components mounted on light-
sheet 100. FIG. 10 depicts an exemplary structure in accor-
dance with embodiments of the present invention, although
alternative systems with similar functionality are also within
the scope of the present invention. FIG. 10 is a plan view of
one embodiment of the present invention that features a
stress-relief feature 1020 in a bonding region 1030 where a
component is to be bonded to the substrate and/or conductive
traces. As may be seen from FIG. 10, stress-relief feature
1010 incorporates one or more breaks or gaps in the conduc-
tive trace pattern, which may be undulating, multi-pronged,
and/or sinuous. In the embodiment shown in FIG. 10, a first
stress-relief feature 1040 separates bonding region 1030 from
the remainder of conductive trace 330, while a second stress-
relief feature 1050 is adjacent to bonding region 1030. It
should be noted that the particular number and arrangement
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of stress-relief features shown in FIG. 10 is not a limitation of
the present invention, and in other embodiments only one
stress-relief feature may be present or more than two stress-
relief features may be present. In one embodiment, the stress-
relief feature or features are designed to reduce the area of the
conductive trace that is directly connected to or adjacent to
bonding region 1030. In one embodiment, the stress-relief
feature or features are designed to reduce the area of the
conductive trace that is within line of sight of bonding region
1030. In one embodiment, the stress-relief feature includes or
consists of one or more portions of conductive trace 310
having a width less than that of the main portion of the
conductive trace. For example, in one embodiment the stress-
relief feature may have at least a portion having a width that
is less than 50% of the width of the main portion of the
conductive trace (i.e., the portion away from bonding region
1030). In one embodiment, the stress-relief feature may have
at least a portion having a width that is less than 25% of the
width of the main portion of the conductive trace. In one
embodiment, the stress-relief feature may have at least a
portion having a width that is less than 10% ofthe width of the
main portion of the conductive trace. In one embodiment, the
stress-relief feature may have at least a portion having a width
that is less than 5% of the width of the main portion of the
conductive trace. In one embodiment the main portion of the
conductive trace has a width of about 7 mm and the stress-
relief feature has a width of about 0.5 mm. In one embodi-
ment, the main portion of the conductive trace has a width of
about 7 mm and the stress-relief feature has a width of about
0.25 mm. In one embodiment, the main portion of the con-
ductive trace has a width of about 25 mm and the stress-relief
feature has a width of about 0.25 mm. In one embodiment, the
main portion of the conductive trace has a width of about 2
mm and the stress-relief feature has a width of about 0.25 mm.
In some embodiments, the stress-relief feature includes or
consists essentially of a serpentine layout having at least a
portion having a width that is less than 50%, 25%, 10%, or
even 5% of the width of the main portion of the conductive
trace. In some embodiments, conductive traces 310 have a
width in the range of about 0.1 mm to about 50 mm. In some
embodiments, conductive traces 310 have a width in the range
of about 0.5 mm to about 15 mm. In some embodiments,
conductive traces have a thickness in the range of about 2 um
to about 100 um. In some embodiments, conductive traces
have a thickness in the range of about 5 um to about 50 um.
In one embodiment, base material 110 may have a rela-
tively low modulus of elasticity and be easily elastically
deformed. Modulus of elasticity may also be referred to as
Young’s modulus or elastic modulus. In some embodiments,
base 110 may be relatively thin, to aid in elastic deformation.
In some embodiments, base 110 may include or comprise
PET. In some embodiments, base 110 may have a thickness in
the range of about 10 pm to about 250 um. In some embodi-
ments, conductive trace 310 may have a modulus of elasticity
relatively greater than that of base 110. In some embodi-
ments, the ratio of the Young’s modulus of conductive trace
310 to the Young’s modulus of base 110 is greater than 3, or
greater than 10, or greater than 50, or greater than 100, or
greater than 250. For example, in one embodiment base 110
includes or consists essentially of PET with a Young’s modu-
lus of about 2x10° N/m? and conductive trace 310 includes or
consists essentially of aluminum with a Young’s modulus of
about 69x10° N/m?, and the ratio of the modulus of conduc-
tive trace 310 to base 110 is about 34.5. In another embodi-
ment, base 110 includes or consists essentially of PET with a
Young’s modulus of about 2x10° N/m? and conductive trace
310 includes or consists essentially of copper with a Young’s
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modulus of about 117x10° N/m?, and the ratio of the modulus
of conductive trace 310 to base 110 is about 58.5. In another
embodiment, base 110 includes or consists essentially of PET
with a Young’s modulus of about 2x10° N/m? and conductive
trace 310 includes or consists essentially of graphene with a
Young’s modulus of about 1000x10° N/m?, and the ratio of
the modulus of conductive trace 310 to base 110 is about 500.
In another embodiment, base 110 includes or consists essen-
tially of'glass-reinforced polyester with a Young’s modulus of
about 17x10° N/m> and conductive trace 310 includes or
consists essentially of aluminum with a Young’s modulus of
about 69x10° N/m?, and the ratio of the modulus of conduc-
tive trace 310 to base 110 is about 4.

FIGS. 11 A and 11B show examples of lightsheet 100 with
and without stress-relief features. While the structure in FIG.
11B incorporates stress-relief features 1050, this is not a
limitation of the present invention and other embodiments
may include stress-relief features 1040 or both stress-relief
features 1040 and 1050 or one or more other types of stress-
relief features. As may be seen by comparing FIGS. 11A and
11B, substantially the same amount of bend in substrate 110
produces a relatively lower radius of curvature in the region
under component 210 and a relatively lower amount of stress
on component 210 for the structure of FIG. 11B compared to
the structure of FIG. 11A because the extent of conductive
trace directly attached to and applying pressure to component
210 is relatively smaller in the case of the structure of FIG.
11B.

In reference to FIG. 11B, in one embodiment the radius of
curvature of substrate 110 may be about two times as large as
the radius of curvature of the region of LEE 210. In reference
to FIG. 11B, in one embodiment the radius of curvature of
substrate 110 may be about five times as large as the radius of
curvature of the region of LEE 210. In reference to FIG. 11B,
in one embodiment the radius of curvature of substrate 110
may be about 50 mm and the radius of curvature of the region
of LEE 210 may be about 100 mm. In reference to FIG. 11B,
in one embodiment the radius of curvature of substrate 110
may be about 100 mm and the radius of curvature of the
region of LEE 210 may be about 1000 mm. In some embodi-
ments, component 210 includes or consists essentially of an
LEE, for example an LED. In some embodiments, LEE 210
includes or consists essentially of a packaged LED. In some
embodiments, LEE 210 includes or consists essentially of a
bare-die LED. In some embodiments, component 210
includes or consists essentially of a resistor, inductor, capaci-
tor, fuse, transistor, diode, and/or integrated circuit. In some
embodiments, LEE 210 includes or consists essentially of a
bare-die LED and a wavelength-conversion material. In some
embodiments, the wavelength-conversion material includes
or consists essentially of one or more phosphor materials.

As used herein, “phosphor” refers to any material that
shifts the wavelengths of light irradiating it and/or that is
fluorescent and/or phosphorescent, and is utilized inter-
changeably with the term “light-conversion material” or
“phosphor conversion element.” As used herein, a “phos-
phor” may refer to only the powder or particles (of one or
more different types) or to the powder or particles with the
binder. The light-conversion material is incorporated to shift
one or more wavelengths of at least a portion of the light
emitted by LEEs to other desired wavelengths (which are then
emitted from the larger device alone or color-mixed with
another portion of the original light emitted by the die). A
light-conversion material may include or consist essentially
of phosphor powders, quantum dots, organic dye or the like
within a transparent matrix. Phosphors are typically available
in the form of powders or particles, and in such case may be
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mixed in binders. An exemplary binder is silicone, i.e., poly-
organosiloxane, which is most commonly polydimethylsi-
loxane (PDMS). Phosphors vary in composition, and may
include lutetium aluminum garnet (LuAG or GAL), yttrium
aluminum garnet (YAG), or other phosphors known in the art.
GAL, LuAG, YAG and other materials may be doped with
various materials including for example Ce, Eu, etc. The
specific components and/or formulation of the phosphor and/
or matrix material are not limitations of the present invention.
As used herein, a “phosphor chip” is a discrete piece or layer
of phosphor that has been fabricated and cured while unat-
tached to any LEE, and that may be later coupled to an LEE
by, e.g., optical bonding or via an optical adhesive.

The binder may also be referred to as an encapsulant or a
matrix material. In one embodiment, the binder includes or
consists essentially of a transparent material, for example
silicone-based materials or epoxy, having an index of refrac-
tion greater than 1.35. In one embodiment the phosphor
includes or consists essentially of other materials, for
example fumed silica or alumina, to achieve other properties,
for example to scatter light, or to reduce settling of the powder
in the binder. An example of the binder material includes
materials from the ASP series of silicone phenyls manufac-
tured by Shin Etsu, or the SYLGARD series manufactured by
Dow Corning.

In some embodiments LEE 210 may include or consist
essentially of one or more semiconductor materials, e.g.,
silicon, InAs, AlAs, GaAs, InP, AlP, GaP, InSb, GaSb, AlSb,
GaN, AN, InN, and/or mixtures and alloys (e.g., ternary or
quaternary, etc. alloys) thereof. In some embodiments, LEE
210 may emit essentially blue light. In some embodiments
LEE 210 may emit substantially white light.

While FIG. 10 shows essentially one stress-relief feature
on either side of bonding region 1030, this is not a limitation
of the present invention and in other embodiments a stress-
relief feature may be included only on one side of bonding
region 1030, or more than one stress-relief feature may be
included on either or both sides of bonding region 1030. As
will be understood in reference to FIG. 3B, a string includes
or consists essentially of multiple conductive elements sepa-
rated by gaps in bonding region 1030. Stress-relief features
may be formed adjacent to all bonding regions 1030 or only
some of bonding regions 1030. For example, bonding regions
1030 may be formed in areas that are determined to experi-
ence higher stress levels during manufacture or operation.

Substrate 110 may include or consist essentially of a semi-
crystalline or amorphous material, e.g., polyethylene naph-
thalate (PEN), polyethylene terephthalate (PET), polycar-
bonate, polyethersulfone, polyester, polyimide,
polyethylene, fiberglass, FR4, metal core printed circuit
board, and/or paper. Substrate 110 may include multiple lay-
ers, e.g., a deformable layer over a rigid layer, for example, a
semicrystalline or amorphous material, e.g., PEN, PET, poly-
carbonate, polyethersulfone, polyester, polyimide, polyeth-
ylene, and/or paper formed over a rigid substrate for example
comprising, acrylic, aluminum, steel and the like. Depending
upon the desired application for which embodiments of the
invention are utilized, substrate 110 may be substantially
optically transparent, translucent, or opaque. For example,
substrate 110 may exhibit a transmittance or a reflectivity
greater than 70% for optical wavelengths ranging between
approximately 400 nm and approximately 700 nm. In some
embodiments substrate 100 may exhibit a transmittance or a
reflectivity of greater than 70% for one or more wavelengths
emitted by LEE 210. Substrate 110 may also be substantially
insulating, and may have an electrical resistivity greater than
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approximately 100 ohm-cm, greater than approximately
1x10° ohm-cm, or even greater than approximately 1x10°
ohm-cm.

Conductive elements 120 and 310 may be formed via con-
ventional deposition, photolithography, and etching pro-
cesses, plating processes, lamination, lamination and pattern-
ing, evaporation sputtering or the like or may be formed using
a variety of different printing processes. For example, con-
ductive elements 120 and 310 may be formed via screen
printing, flexographic printing, ink jet printing, and/or gra-
vure printing. Conductive elements 120 and 310 may include
or consist essentially of a conductive material (e.g., an ink or
a metal, metal film or other conductive materials or the like),
which may include one or more elements such as silver, gold,
aluminum, chromium, copper, and/or carbon. Conductive
elements 120 and 310 may have a thickness in the range of
about 50 nm to about 1000 pm. In some embodiments the
thickness of conductive elements 120 and 310 may be deter-
mined by the current to be carried thereby. While the thick-
ness of one or more of conductive elements 120 and 310 may
vary, the thickness is generally substantially uniform along
the length of the trace to simplify processing. However, this is
not a limitation of the present invention and in other embodi-
ments the thickness and/or material of conductive elements
120 and 310 may vary. In some embodiments, all or a portion
of'conductive elements 120 and 310 may be covered or encap-
sulated. In some embodiments, a layer of material, for
example insulating material, may be formed over all or a
portion of conductive elements 120 and 310. Such a material
may include, e.g., a sheet of material such as used for sub-
strate 110, a printed layer, for example using screen, ink jet,
stencil or other printing means, a laminated layer, or the like.
Such a printed layer may include, for example, an ink, a
plastic and oxide, or the like. The covering material and/or the
method by which it is applied are not limitations of the present
invention.

FIG. 12 shows a schematic of one example of a lightsheet
1200 or a portion of a lightsheet that may be used on various
LED lighting systems in accordance with various embodi-
ments of the present invention. Additional details of light-
sheets used in accordance with embodiments of the invention
may be found in U.S. patent application Ser. No. 13/799,807,
filed on Mar. 13, 2013, the entire disclosure of which is
incorporated herein by reference.

Lightsheet 1200 may feature a substrate 110 (not identified
in FIG. 12 for clarity), as well as conductive traces 310 with
stress-relief features 1040 and 1050. Lightsheet 1200 shown
in FIG. 12 has two strings of series-connected LEEs; how-
ever, this is not a limitation of the present invention, and in
other embodiments lightsheet 1200 may include more than
two strings of series-connected LEEs. Lightsheet 1200 shown
in FIG. 12 has two LEEs 210 per string; however, this is not a
limitation of the present invention, and in other embodiments
lightsheet 1200 may include more than two LEEs 210 per
string. In some embodiments, lightsheet 1200 may include
other components in addition to LEE 210, for example tran-
sistors, resistors, capacitors, inductors, diodes, fuses, and the
like. The number and type of additional components is not a
limitation of the present invention.

In another embodiment of the present invention, a stiffener
is incorporated within the structure surrounding component
130 (FIG. 1A) or in bonding region 1030 (FIG. 10) to reduce
the stress on component 130 by stiffening substrate 110 in
proximity to component 130, for example underneath and/or
adjacent to component 130. FIG. 13 A depicts an exemplary
structure in accordance with embodiments of the present
invention, although alternative systems with similar function-
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ality are also within the scope of the present invention. FIG.
13 A shows component 130 attached to conductive traces 120
and/or substrate 110 and stiffener 1310 underneath and on the
opposite side of substrate 110. Stiffener 1310 may be formed
under all or a portion of component 130. For example, in some
embodiments stiffener 1310 may be the same size or substan-
tially the same size as component 130. However, this is not a
limitation of the present invention and in other embodiments
stiffener 1310 may be larger or smaller than component 130.

As may be seen in FIG. 13B, in some embodiments con-
ductive traces 130 may act to stiffen substrate 110 in the
regions adjacent to component 130, resulting in a possibility
of substrate 110 bending in a gap region 1320 between the
traces 130. FIG. 13B shows one possible failure mechanism,
where contact 1330 of component 130 has separated from
conductive trace 120. Other failure mechanisms may occur,
for example separation of a portion of conductive trace 120
from substrate 110 or damage to component 130. The failure
mechanism is not a limitation of the present invention.

In some embodiments, stiffener 1310 acts to reduce bend-
ing of substrate 110 in gap region 1320. In some embodi-
ments, stiffener 1310 may include or consist essentially of the
same material as conductive trace 120, while in other embodi-
ments in may include or consist essentially of a different
material. In some embodiments stiffener 1310 may include or
consist essentially of more than one layer of material. In one
embodiment stiffener 1310 may include or consist essentially
of at least one of aluminum, gold, silver, carbon, copper, or
PET. In some embodiments, stiffener 1310 may include or
consist essentially of an ink or tape. In some embodiments
stiffener 1310 may be transparent. In some embodiments
stiffener 1310 may have a reflectivity or transmissivity of at
least 70% to a wavelength of light emitted by LEE 130. For
example, in one embodiment substrate 100 includes or con-
sists essentially of PET with a flexural modulus of about
400,000 psi. In one embodiment, stiffener 1310 may include
or consist essentially of PET, or PEEK, having a flexural
modulus of about 590,000 psi or Vespel Polyimide SP-22
having a flexural modulus of about 700,000. In one embodi-
ment, substrate 110 has a flexural modulus about the same as
that of stiffener 1310. In one embodiment, stiffener 1310 has
a flexural modulus at least 1.5x that of substrate 110. In one
embodiment, stiffener 1310 has a flexural modulus at least 3x
that of substrate 110. In one embodiment, substrate 110 has a
flexural modulus greater than that of stiffener 1310.

In one embodiment, the stiffener increases the flexural
modulus in the area within bonding region 1030 by a factor of
about 1.5x. In one embodiment, the stiffener increases the
flexural modulus in the area within bonding region 1030 by a
factor of about 2x.

While FIG. 13A shows stiffener 1310 on a surface of
substrate 110 opposite that of conductive traces 120, this is
not a limitation of the present invention, and in other embodi-
ments stiffener 1310 may be on the same surface of substrate
110 as conductive traces 120. For example, stiffener 1310
may be disposed adjacent to a portion of component 130 on
the same side of substrate 110 as component 130.

In some embodiments, stiffener 1310 may be formed using
the same processes used to form conductive traces 120. In
some embodiments, stiffener 1310 may be adhesively
attached to substrate 110, for example using a glue, adhesive,
transfer tape, or the like. The method of formation of stiffener
1310 on substrate 110 is not a limitation of the present inven-
tion. In some embodiments, stiffener 1310 may include or
consist essentially of an ink that is selectively applied to either
or both the front or back of substrate 110. Such ink may be
applied by a variety of means, for example ink jet printing,
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stencil printing, screen printing, spraying, brushing, dispens-
ing, or the like. The method of application of the ink is not a
limitation of the present invention. In one embodiment, stift-
ener 1310 includes or consists essentially of ink that is white
and has a thickness in the range of about 1 pm to about 100
pum. The ink color is not a limitation of the present invention.
In one embodiment, stiffener 1310 includes or consists essen-
tially of plastic, for example the material of substrate 110. In
one embodiment, stiffener 1310 has a thickness in the range
of'about 20 um to about 500 pum. In one embodiment, stiffener
1310 includes or consists essentially of PET. In one embodi-
ment stiffener 1310 includes or consists essentially of PET
and has a thickness in the range of about 10 pum to about 200
um. In one embodiment, stiffener 1310 includes or consists
essentially of a metal layer and has a thickness in the range of
about 10 um to about 200 pm. In one embodiment, stiffener
1310 includes or consists essentially of aluminum. In one
embodiment, stiffener 1310 includes or consists essentially of
copper. In one embodiment, stiffener 1310 includes or con-
sists essentially of a tape, for example an adhesive tape
applied to substrate 110.

In one embodiment, stiffener 1310 may be disposed over
all or a portion of component 130, as shown in FIG. 13C. In
such embodiments if component 130 includes or consists
essentially of an LEE, stiffener 1310 may be transparent to a
wavelength of light emitted by the LEE. FIG. 13C shows an
example of stiffener 1310 overlaying all of component 130
and a portion of substrate 110 and a portion of conductive
traces 130; however, this is not a limitation of the present
invention, and in other embodiments stiffener 1310 may over-
lay only a portion of component 130 and a portion of substrate
110 and/or a portion of conductive traces 130. In some aspects
of this embodiment, stiffener 1310 may include or consist
essentially of a tape or adhesive tape, or may include or
consist essentially of a layer of material adhesively attached
to all or portions of component 130 and portions of substrate
110 and a portion of conductive traces 130. In some embodi-
ments, stiffener 1310 may only be attached to portions of
substrate 110 and a portion of conductive traces 130. In one
embodiment, stiffener 1310 may include or consist essen-
tially of transparent plastic. In one embodiment, stiffener
1310 may include or consist essentially of transparent PET. In
one embodiment, stiffener 1310 may be adhesively attached
using a transparent material, for example a transparent adhe-
sive, tape, epoxy, polyurethane silicone, or the like. In one
embodiment, the transparent material may have an index of
refraction greater than 1.35. An example of the transparent
material includes materials from the ASP series of silicones
manufactured by Shin Etsu, or the SYLGARD series manu-
factured by Dow Corning. In some embodiments, stiffener
1310 initially (i.e., when applied) includes or consists essen-
tially of'a liquid or gel and may be applied over all or a portion
of component 130 using a variety of means, for example
dispensing, jetting, printing, ink jet printing, stencil printing,
screen printing, or the like. In some embodiments, liquid or
gel stiffener 1310 may be cured after application, for example
by the application of or exposure to moisture, heat or radia-
tion, for example UV radiation. The means of formation
and/or curing of a liquid or gel stiffener 1310 is not a limita-
tion of the present invention. In some embodiments, stiffener
1310 may be disposed in a conformal fashion (i.e., conform-
ing to the contours of underlying features and/or compo-
nents), as shown in the example in FIG. 13D, while in other
embodiments stiffener 110 may be disposed in a non-confor-
mal fashion, for example as shown in FIG. 13E. In some
embodiments, stiffener 1310 may have a thickness in the
range of about 1 um to about 500 um. In some embodiments,
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stiffener 1310 may have a uniform or substantially uniform
thickness, as shown for example in FIG. 13D, while in other
embodiments stiffener 1310 may not have a uniform thick-
ness, as shown for example in FIG. 13E. For example stiffener
1310 may include or consist essentially of silicone, urethane,
polyurethane, PET, epoxy, or the like. In some embodiments,
stiffener 1310 may include or consist essentially of a potting
compound, for example Stycast 2651-40 FR manufactured by
Hysol or Conepoxy FR-1403 manufactured by Cytec.

In some embodiments, stiffener 1310 may include or con-
sist essentially of a material surrounding all or portions of
component 130 or bonding area 1020 but not covering com-
ponent 130, for example as shown in cross-section and plan
view in FIGS. 13F and 13G respectively. While FIG. 13F
shows stiftener 1310 having a square cross-section, this is not
a limitation of the present invention, and in other embodi-
ments stiffener 1310 may have a rectangular cross-section, a
curved cross-section, or any cross-sectional shape. While
FIG. 13F shows stiftener 1310 having a substantially constant
cross-sectional area, this is not a limitation of the present
invention, and in other embodiments the cross-sectional area
of stiffener 1310 may vary. While FIG. 13G shows stiffener
1310 having a circular shape, this is not a limitation of the
present invention, and in other embodiments stiffener 1310
may have a square shape, rectangular shape, or any shape. In
some embodiments stiffener 1310 may include or consist
essentially of a material covering a portion of component 130
and surrounding all or portions of component 130 or bonding
area 1020, for example as shown in FIG. 13H. While FIG.
13G shows stiffener 1310 completely encircling or surround-
ing component 130, this is not a limitation of the present
invention, and in other embodiments stiffener 1310 may sur-
round or encircle only a portion of component 130, as shown
in FIG. 131

In one embodiment, base material 110 may have a rela-
tively low modulus of elasticity and be easily elastically
deformed. In some embodiments, base 110 may be relatively
thin, to aid in elastic deformation. In some embodiments, base
110 may include or consist essentially of PET. In some
embodiments, base 110 may have a thickness in the range of
about 10 um to about 250 pm. In some embodiments, stiffener
1310 may have a modulus of elasticity relatively greater than
that of base 110. In some embodiments, the ratio of the
Young’s modulus of stiffener 1310 to the Young’s modulus of
base 110 is greater than 2, or greater than 10, or greater than
50, or greater than 100, or greater than 250. For example, in
one embodiment base 110 includes or consists essentially of
PET with a Young’s modulus of about 2x10° N/m* and con-
ductive trace 310 (acting in part as a stiffener) includes or
consists essentially of aluminum with a Young’s modulus of
about 69x10° N/m?, and the ratio of the modulus of conduc-
tive trace 310 to base 110 is about 34.5. In another embodi-
ment, base 110 includes or consists essentially of PET with a
Young’s modulus of about 2x10° N/m? and conductive trace
310 (acting in part as a stiffener) includes or consists essen-
tially of copper with a Young’s modulus of about 117x10°
N/m?, and the ratio of the modulus of conductive trace 310 to
base 110 is about 58.5. In another embodiment, base 110
includes or consists essentially of PET with a Young’s modu-
lus of about 2x10° N/m? and conductive trace 310 (acting in
partas a stiffener) includes or consists essentially of graphene
with a Young’s modulus of about 1000x10° N/m?, and the
ratio of the modulus of conductive trace 310 to base 110 is
about 500. In another embodiment, base 110 includes or
consists essentially of PET with a Young’s modulus of about
2x10° N/m? and stiffener 1310 includes or consists essen-
tially of a potting compound, for example Conapoxy FR 1403
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with a Young’s modulus of about 4.5x10° N/m?, and the ratio
of the modulus of stiffener 1310 to base 110 is about 2.25. In
another embodiment, base 110 includes or consists essen-
tially of PET with a Young’s modulus of about 2x10° N/m?
and stiffener 1310 includes or consists essentially of a potting
compound, for example Stycast 2651-40 FR with a Young’s
modulus of about 10x10° N/m?, and the ratio of the modulus
of stiffener 1310 to base 110 is about 5. In some embodi-
ments, stiffener 1310 may be rigid, while in other embodi-
ments stiffener 1310 may be flexible.

In one embodiment, stiffener 1310 includes or consists
essentially of the same material as conductive traces 120 and
the stiffening action is achieved by the design or layout of the
conductive trace 120 pattern. FIG. 14A shows one example of
an embodiment of the present invention in which conductive
traces 120, 121 forming a gap therebetween are not symmet-
ric. In one embodiment, conductive trace 120 has a protruding
tab 1410 that is positioned between tabs 1420 on conductive
trace 121. Instead of a straight-line gap that may be an initia-
tion point for bending and possible stress concentration and
device failure, this structure, and others like it, form a serpen-
tine gap reducing the likelihood of bending or folding in the
gap region. (As used herein, the terms “serpentine” and “sinu-
ous” connote any path that is not a single straight line; rather,
such a gap is curved, undulating, and/or composed of one or
more segments that may be straight and/or rectilinear, but at
least two of which are not parallel and may be, e.g., perpen-
dicular. Thus, even a linear path having one or more angles
along the length thereof is “serpentine” or “sinuous” within
the meaning of the present specification.) In other words, tabs
1410 and 1420 act as stiffeners for substrate 110 and reduce or
prevent bending or folding in the gap region. The structure
shown in FIG. 14A is designed to prevent folding in a direc-
tion perpendicular to the gap; that is, folding across line 1430.
In FIG. 14A, conductive traces 120, 121 are relatively wide
compared to the width of LEE 130, and they also act to reduce
or prevent folding or bending in the perpendicular direction.

In some embodiments, it may be known in which direction
folding may more easily occur, and the layout of conductive
traces 120, 121 may be modified to reduce or eliminate bend-
ing or folding in that direction. In addition, as shown in FIG.
14B, the orientation of component 130 may be modified as
well as the layout of conductive traces 120, 121. In one
embodiment, conductive traces 120, 121 may have interpen-
etrating elements forming a serpentine, instead of entirely
linear, gap.

In general in the above discussion the arrays of semicon-
ductor dies, light emitting elements, optics, and the like have
been shown as square or rectangular arrays; however this is
not a limitation of the present invention and in other embodi-
ments these elements may be formed in other types of arrays,
for example hexagonal, triangular or any arbitrary array. In
some embodiments these elements may be grouped into dif-
ferent types of arrays on a single substrate.

The terms and expressions employed herein are used as
terms and expressions of description and not of limitation,
and there is no intention, in the use of such terms and expres-
sions, of excluding any equivalents of the features shown and
described or portions thereof. In addition, having described
certain embodiments of the invention, it will be apparent to
those of ordinary skill in the art that other embodiments
incorporating the concepts disclosed herein may be used
without departing from the spirit and scope of the invention.
Accordingly, the described embodiments are to be considered
in all respects as only illustrative and not restrictive.
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What is claimed is:

1. An electronic device comprising:

a flexible substrate;

a first conductive trace disposed on and affixed to a first
surface of the substrate, the first conductive trace com-
prising (i) a first end of the first conductive trace, (ii) a
second end of'the first conductive trace opposite the first
end of the first conductive trace, and (iii) disposed
between the first end of the first conductive trace and the
second end of the first conductive trace, a first serpentine
section of the first conductive trace extending along a
serpentine path;

extending substantially collinearly with the first conduc-
tive trace, a second conductive trace disposed on and
affixed to the first surface of the substrate, the second
conductive trace comprising (i) a first end of the second
conductive trace, (ii) a second end of the second con-
ductive trace opposite the first end of the second con-
ductive trace, and (iii) disposed between the first end of
the second conductive trace and the second end of the
second conductive trace, a first serpentine section of the
second conductive trace extending along a serpentine
path;

extending substantially collinearly with the first and sec-
ond conductive traces, a third conductive trace disposed
on and affixed to the first surface of the substrate, the
third conductive trace comprising (i) a first end of the
third conductive trace, (ii) a second end of the third
conductive trace opposite the first end of the third con-
ductive trace, and (iii) disposed between the first end of
the third conductive trace and the second end of the third
conductive trace, a first serpentine section of the third
conductive trace extending along a serpentine path;

a first light-emitting element having first and second dis-
tinct contacts on a first surface of the first light-emitting
element, the first and second contacts being attached to
and in electrical contact with, respectively, the first end
of the first conductive trace and the second end of the
second conductive trace; and

a second light-emitting element (i) electrically connected
in series with the first light-emitting element, and (ii)
having third and fourth distinct contacts on a first surface
of'the second light-emitting element, the third and fourth
contacts being attached to and in electrical contact with,
respectively, the first end of the second conductive trace
and the second end of the third conductive trace,

wherein:

the first end of the first conductive trace comprises a plu-
rality of spaced-apart protrusions,

the second end of the first conductive trace comprises a
plurality of spaced-apart protrusions, and

a length of the protrusions of the first end of the first
conductive trace is greater than a length of the protru-
sions of the second end of the first conductive trace.

2. The electronic device of claim 1, wherein:

the first end of the second conductive trace comprises a
plurality of spaced-apart protrusions,

the second end of the second conductive trace comprises a
plurality of spaced-apart protrusions, and

a length of the protrusions of the first end of the second
conductive trace is greater than a length of the protru-
sions of the second end of the second conductive trace.

3. The electronic device of claim 2, wherein:

the length of the protrusions of the first end of the first
conductive trace is substantially equal to the length of
the protrusions of the first end of the second conductive
trace, and
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the length of the protrusions of the second end of the first
conductive trace is substantially equal to the length of
the protrusions of the second end of the second conduc-
tive trace.

4. An electronic device comprising:

a flexible substrate;

a first conductive trace disposed on and affixed to a first
surface of the substrate, the first conductive trace com-
prising (i) a first end of the first conductive trace, (ii) a
second end of'the first conductive trace opposite the first
end of the first conductive trace, and (iii) disposed
between the first end of the first conductive trace and the
second end of the first conductive trace, a first serpentine
section of the first conductive trace extending along a
serpentine path;

extending substantially collinearly with the first conduc-
tive trace, a second conductive trace disposed on and
affixed to the first surface of the substrate, the second
conductive trace comprising (i) a first end of the second
conductive trace, (ii) a second end of the second con-
ductive trace opposite the first end of the second con-
ductive trace, and (iii) disposed between the first end of
the second conductive trace and the second end of the
second conductive trace, a first serpentine section of the
second conductive trace extending along a serpentine
path;

extending substantially collinearly with the first and sec-
ond conductive traces, a third conductive trace disposed
on and affixed to the first surface of the substrate, the
third conductive trace comprising (i) a first end of the
third conductive trace, (ii) a second end of the third
conductive trace opposite the first end of the third con-
ductive trace, and (iii) disposed between the first end of
the third conductive trace and the second end of the third
conductive trace, a first serpentine section of the third
conductive trace extending along a serpentine path;

a first light-emitting element having first and second dis-
tinct contacts on a first surface of the first light-emitting
element, the first and second contacts being attached to
and in electrical contact with, respectively, the first end
of the first conductive trace and the second end of the
second conductive trace; and

a second light-emitting element (i) electrically connected
in series with the first light-emitting element, and (ii)
having third and fourth distinct contacts on a first surface
of the second light-emitting element, the third and fourth
contacts being attached to and in electrical contact with,
respectively, the first end of the second conductive trace
and the second end of the third conductive trace,

wherein:

the first end of the first conductive trace comprises a plu-
rality of spaced-apart protrusions, a gap being defined
between two of the protrusions, and

a width of the gap varies in a direction toward the second
conductive trace.

5. The electronic device of claim 4, wherein the width of

the gap increases in the direction toward the second conduc-
tive trace.

6. An electronic device comprising:

a flexible substrate;

a first conductive trace disposed on and affixed to a first
surface of the substrate, the first conductive trace com-
prising (i) a first end of the first conductive trace, (ii) a
second end of'the first conductive trace opposite the first
end of the first conductive trace, and (iii) disposed
between the first end of the first conductive trace and the
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second end of the first conductive trace, a first serpentine
section of the first conductive trace extending along a
serpentine path;

extending substantially collinearly with the first conduc-
tive trace, a second conductive trace disposed on and
affixed to the first surface of the substrate, the second
conductive trace comprising (i) a first end of the second
conductive trace, (ii) a second end of the second con-
ductive trace opposite the first end of the second con-
ductive trace, and (iii) disposed between the first end of
the second conductive trace and the second end of the
second conductive trace, a first serpentine section of the
second conductive trace extending along a serpentine
path;

extending substantially collinearly with the first and sec-
ond conductive traces, a third conductive trace disposed
on and affixed to the first surface of the substrate, the
third conductive trace comprising (i) a first end of the
third conductive trace, (ii) a second end of the third
conductive trace opposite the first end of the third con-
ductive trace, and (iii) disposed between the first end of
the third conductive trace and the second end of the third
conductive trace, a first serpentine section of the third
conductive trace extending along a serpentine path;

a first light-emitting element having first and second dis-
tinct contacts on a first surface of the first light-emitting
element, the first and second contacts being attached to
and in electrical contact with, respectively, the first end
of the first conductive trace and the second end of the
second conductive trace; and

a second light-emitting element (i) electrically connected
in series with the first light-emitting element, and (ii)
having third and fourth distinct contacts on a first surface
of'the second light-emitting element, the third and fourth
contacts being attached to and in electrical contact with,
respectively, the first end of the second conductive trace
and the second end of the third conductive trace,

wherein:

the first end of the first conductive trace comprises a plu-
rality of spaced-apart protrusions extending in a first
direction, and

the second end of the first conductive trace comprises a
plurality of spaced-apart protrusions extending in a sec-
ond direction opposite the first direction.

7. The electronic device of claim 6, wherein:

the first surface of the first light-emitting element is sub-
stantially rectangular with a long axis, and

the first light-emitting element is oriented such that the
long axis of the first surface of the first light-emitting
element is substantially parallel to the first and second
directions.

8. The electronic device of claim 6, wherein:

the first surface of the first light-emitting element is sub-
stantially rectangular with a long axis, and

the first light-emitting element is oriented such that the
long axis of the first surface of the first light-emitting
element is substantially perpendicular to the first and
second directions.

9. An electronic device comprising;

a flexible substrate;

a first conductive trace disposed on and affixed to a first
surface of the substrate, the first conductive trace com-
prising (i) a first end of the first conductive trace, (ii) a
second end of'the first conductive trace opposite the first
end of the first conductive trace, and (iii) disposed
between the first end of the first conductive trace and the
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second end of the first conductive trace, a first serpentine
section of the first conductive trace extending along a
serpentine path;

extending substantially collinearly with the first conduc-
tive trace, a second conductive trace disposed on and
affixed to the first surface of the substrate, the second
conductive trace comprising (i) a first end of the second
conductive trace, (ii) a second end of the second con-
ductive trace opposite the first end of the second con-
ductive trace, and (iii) disposed between the first end of
the second conductive trace and the second end of the
second conductive trace, a first serpentine section of the
second conductive trace extending along a serpentine
path;

extending substantially collinearly with the first and sec-
ond conductive traces, a third conductive trace disposed
on and affixed to the first surface of the substrate, the
third conductive trace comprising (i) a first end of the
third conductive trace, (ii) a second end of the third
conductive trace opposite the first end of the third con-
ductive trace, and (iii) disposed between the first end of
the third conductive trace and the second end of the third
conductive trace, a first serpentine section of the third
conductive trace extending along a serpentine path;

a first light-emitting element having first and second dis-
tinct contacts on a first surface of the first light-emitting
element, the first and second contacts being attached to
and in electrical contact with, respectively, the first end
of the first conductive trace and the second end of the
second conductive trace;

a second light-emitting element (i) electrically connected
in series with the first light-emitting element, and (ii)
having third and fourth distinct contacts on a first surface
of the second light-emitting element, the third and fourth
contacts being attached to and in electrical contact with,
respectively, the first end of the second conductive trace
and the second end of the third conductive trace; and

a stiffener, distinct from the substrate and spanning at least
a portion of the region between the first end of the first
conductive trace and the second end of the second con-
ductive trace, the stiffener being configured to substan-
tially prevent flexing of the substrate at the region
between the first end of the first conductive trace and the
second end of the second conductive trace during flexing
of the substrate.

10. The electronic device of claim 9, wherein the stiffener
is substantially transparent to a wavelength of light emitted by
the first light-emitting element.

11. The electronic device of claim 9, wherein the stiffener
comprises a layer disposed over at least a portion of the first
surface of the substrate.

12. The electronic device of claim 11, wherein the stiffener
is disposed over at least a portion of at least one of the first
conductive trace or the second conductive trace.

13. The electronic device of claim 11, wherein the stiffener
covers an entirety of the first light-emitting element and is in
contact with, proximate the first light-emitting element, at
least one of (i) the substrate, (ii) the first conductive trace, or
(iii) the second conductive trace.

14. The electronic device of claim 9, wherein the stiffener
comprises a layer disposed over a second surface of the sub-
strate opposite the first surface of the substrate.

15. An electronic device comprising:

a flexible substrate;

a first conductive trace disposed on and affixed to a first

surface of the substrate, the first conductive trace com-
prising (i) a first end of the first conductive trace, (ii) a
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second end of'the first conductive trace opposite the first
end of the first conductive trace, and (iii) disposed
between the first end of the first conductive trace and the
second end of the first conductive trace, a first serpentine
section of the first conductive trace extending along a
serpentine path;

extending substantially collinearly with the first conduc-

tive trace, a second conductive trace disposed on and
affixed to the first surface of the substrate, the second
conductive trace comprising (i) a first end of the second
conductive trace, (ii) a second end of the second con-
ductive trace opposite the first end of the second con-
ductive trace, and (iii) disposed between the first end of
the second conductive trace and the second end of the
second conductive trace, a first serpentine section of the
second conductive trace extending along a serpentine
path;

extending substantially collinearly with the first and sec-

ond conductive traces, a third conductive trace disposed
on and affixed to the first surface of the substrate, the
third conductive trace comprising (i) a first end of the
third conductive trace, (ii) a second end of the third
conductive trace opposite the first end of the third con-
ductive trace, and (iii) disposed between the first end of
the third conductive trace and the second end of the third
conductive trace, a first serpentine section of the third
conductive trace extending along a serpentine path;

a first light-emitting element having first and second dis-

tinct contacts on a first surface of the first light-emitting
element, the first and second contacts being attached to
and in electrical contact with, respectively, the first end
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of the first conductive trace and the second end of the
second conductive trace; and

a second light-emitting element (i) electrically connected

in series with the first light-emitting element, and (ii)
having third and fourth distinct contacts on a first surface
of the second light-emitting element, the third and fourth
contacts being attached to and in electrical contact with,
respectively, the first end of the second conductive trace
and the second end of the third conductive trace,

wherein (i) the first light-emitting element is part of one of

a plurality of light-emitting strings disposed on the first
surface of the substrate and interconnected in an electric
circuit, each light-emitting string comprising (a) a plu-
rality of light-emitting elements spaced along the light-
emitting string and (b) a plurality of electrical conduc-
tors interconnecting the light-emitting elements, (ii) the
electric circuit comprises at least one passive compo-
nent, (iii) at least one said passive component of the
electric circuit is a distributed component having a target
resistance in response to current passing therethrough,
and (iv) the distributed component is a resistor consist-
ing essentially of a first portion of a first electrical con-
ductor and having at least one of (a) a thickness different
from a thickness of a second portion of the first electrical
conductor different from the first portion, the different
thickness imparting the target resistance or (b) a width
different from a width of a second portion of the first
electrical conductor different from the first portion, the
different width imparting the target resistance.
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